THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES
ruler in Wales, tendered his oath of fealty; by the November
of 1267 a Parliament was held at Maryborough and a full peace
was made, the Pope sending a Legate, who, in 1268, arranged
generous terms which did much to pacify the remains of
disaffection. Young Prince Edward went off on crusade, the
charter of London was restored, Simon's son was pardoned,
and the kingdom was again at peace. Two years later, while
young Prince Edward was still abroad, Henry III died at
Westminster on November 16, 1272.
EDWARD I
Greatness of the Reign. There is a greatness about the
reign of Edward I which is due in the main to his own character,
for he was a man self-disciplined, with a clear policy which he
tenaciously held throughout his life and a power of achieve-
ment which unfortunately was not inherited by his immediate
successors. He devoted his life to one main object—the turning
of the island of Britain into a united realm. He gave up the
effort to recover the Plantagenet inheritance on the Continent,
though he kept Gascony and Guienne in spite of efforts to
deprive him of all that Garonne country. He had evidently
decided that the effort to recover the country in the north
would fail if it were attempted, and exhaust the resources of
the kingdom Therefore he determined to invest those resources
and his own energy in the creating, if it were possible, of one
British kingdom under one king. He very nearly succeeded:
indeed, at the moment of his death an onlooker might have
credited him with having achieved his end and made it
permanent.
The reign is further remarkable for the final development of
Parliament into a form which it was to keep for centuries,
supplementary to the old feudal Council; it was now established,
though only for grave moments, such as the beginning of a
reign or consequent upon severe financial necessity. This new
organ, the Parliament, to appear now and then side by side
with the old Council, was made up of the great barons, including
the higher clergy (the chief abbots and the bishops), a repre-
sentative body of the mass of the clergy, a representative body
of two knights from each shire, and two burgesses from each
of the selected towns. These last were known, in the French

